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April 17, 2018 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, Students and Staff 
 

Amelia County Public Schools is pleased to announce that we are implementing a new 
initiative this year that addresses improving air quality in our schools. As you may be aware, 
there are many scented and fragranced products that our students and faculty encounter 
each day that impact the air our school community breathes. Many of these products 
contain ingredients known to trigger allergy and asthma symptoms. In addition, individuals 
can experience other health effects from these products, including headaches and 
migraines, hives and itching. 
 

According to the national Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, asthma is a leading 
chronic illness among children and adolescents in the United States and one of the leading 
causes of school absenteeism. On average, in a classroom of 30 children, about 3 (or 1 in 
10) are likely to have asthma. We are increasingly becoming aware of students 
experiencing negative health effects from using fragranced products in confined spaces, 
such as locker rooms, buses and classrooms.  Persons with allergies or asthma, as well as 
those with other conditions, report that certain odors, even in small amounts, can trigger an 
episode. Some people may report mild irritation while others are incapacitated and must 
give up many “normal” activities (such as going to public places) to avoid exposure. 
 

We are asking for the cooperation of all teachers, students and staff, to not bring any 
scented products such as: perfumes/cologne, aerosol deodorants or any other scented 
personal care products, fragrant hand sanitizer, any scented air freshener, wax scents, 
candles, scent diffusers, scented trash bags, cleaning products or any strong scents, into 
the school buildings or buses. In an attempt to be proactive and to better protect the health 
of our school community, we are taking these steps. 
 

If we all work together, we can make our school environment safer for all of our students. 
In advance, we thank you and look forward to your cooperation in this new initiative, as we 
strive to continually maintain and promote a healthy learning environment for your children. 
 




